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WHO ARE WE?

Nearly two decades ago, Clay & Yu-

ZIHICw )

= A
BHOAE S
TEVET,

Thank you so much

mi began TheJapanesePage.com,
one of the Internet's oldest and

largest free Japanese instructional
sites with hundreds of free articles

for beginners of Japanese.

for your purchase! They also maintain

TheJapanShop.com, a webstore
specializing in materials to help
In this issue, we finally wrap up Frank and the Obaasan Sea- learners of Japanese.
son 2. Will Frank and the Obaasan once again save the universe? .
Have any questions or comments?
Well, I'll just tell you. Yes. Yes, they will. But you'll have to read to

Contact Clay directly at
find out how.

clay@thejapanshop.com

If you like Frank, please let us know. Starting next month,

we'll go back to our regular beginner-level stand-alone essays, but if
we hear Frank’s name whispered enough, we’ll eventually do a

third season. .
In this Issue:

Or, on the other hand, if you wish the silliness would just

stop, let us know that too. .
¢ Laughs, Jokes, Riddles, and Puns

Thank you! ¢ Vocabulary: Idiom
Clay & Yumi ¢ Prefecture Spotlight: Hyogo
P.S. Here’s the site. Check out Makoto+! ¢ Etymology: IIHH4

https://www.thejapanesepage.com/makoto = ¢ AnimePhraseofthe Day
¢ Haiku

¢ Kanji Spotlight: #F

. . Feel]
The cover says, £ 7=t %9 < 572 | mata sekai o sukuttazol, =~ * GrammarTime: (5

¢ Japanese Readers: Frank and the
Obaasan #10 (beginner) + Japanese
Fruits (Intermediate)

which means, “(I) have saved the world again!”
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Intermediate
JLF'TN

LRUGHS, JOHES, RIDDLES, AND PUNS

HRL % W RA
Wb B ERHWVWTNBTERFITLLS?

What is the flower that always listens?

27 %<

EA.E (5

Answer: Kiku (Chrysanthemum) [sounds like < (to listen; to hear)]

Vocabulary:

W23 itsumo—at all times; each and every time
3% hanashi—speech; story; tale; talk

% o—(indicates direct object of action)

1€ hana—flower

FEE R\ TN BTE hanashi o kiite kureru hana—a listening flower; a flower that listens to (me) [from &%
< (hear a story; listen to (someone)); ~TL# 5 is used to express that something was done for you.
How to use: Verb (T form) + {#1%/ <N FT (polite). Also, the IV TL#N 3 is used to modify the
noun {& (flower). To modify a noun with a verb, we need to use the standard form of the verb before

the noun which we want to modify.]

(X wa—(topic marker particle)
fiIT L& nan deshou—what is/are ~? [polite way of asking question]

% A kotae—answer; reply

%< (%) kiku (kiku)—chrysanthemum

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38 4
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\  UPPER
BEGINNER*

VOCABULARY

Learn Useful Words, Phrases, and Sayings

{5

a7\

kuchi ga katai
tight-lipped; able to keep a secret; lips are sealed

) If someone never carelessly discloses information, they can be said to
have a "hard" mouth. The antonym of this expression is 17238\ kuchi ga

karui. One's mouth is light (not heavy).

Literally, "mouth is hard." Because a tight/hard mouth isn't likely to open,

secrets are kept safe.

EXAMPLE SENTENCE:

i <H OFD AN AN VBN

Pix, AT D T, BE A2 L Th KRR,
kare wa, kuchi ga katai node, himitsu o hanashitemo daijoubu da.

He is tight-lipped, so it’s safe to tell him secrets.

VOCABULARY:
1% kare—he % o—(direct object marker)
I%¥ wa—(topic marker particle) 75 L C% hanashitemo—even if (you) speak [&f

LT te-f f to tell i
A 2370372 kuchi ga katai—tight-lipped; able to e-form of 7T (totell) + b (even if)]

keep a secret; lips are sealed [[1 (mouth) + 23 KK daijoubu—OK; fine
(subject marker) + 7272\ (hard)] 72 da—plain form of T3~ (be; is; a word that
DT node—therefore; because links subjects and predicates)
FA# himitsu—secret N
DDV
S
MAKOTO E-ZINE #38 5
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PREFECTURE SPOTLIGRT

OxrHZ

Hyogo f )&

Japanese: G/ R Hyogo ken
Capital: #1177 Kobe
Population: 5,582,978 (November 1, 2011)

DID YOU KNOW?

Hyogo prefecture borders two seas: the
Sea of Japan to the north and the Inland
Sea to the south. In 180, the emperor
moved the imperial court to what is now
the city of Kobe, but for only five months!

Kanji: % A
Region: KANSAI B4 %

PLACES TO SEE: FAMOUS FOR:

¢ Metal and medical industries.
¢ Himeji Castle—built with traditional wooden ar-
chitecture and stone walls. Originally built in 1333
and expanded through the years, Himeji Castle re-
mains intact even through typhoons, earthquakes,
and bombings. It is one of the very few Japanese
castles that is not a reconstruction.

e The World Heritage Site, Himeji Castle.

e The 1995 magnitude 7.2 Great Hanshin earth-
quake which destroyed major parts of Kobe and
killed 6,500 people.

e Takarazuka—famous for the all-female Broadway

¢ Kinosaki Onsen—this old-fashioned onsen town -esque theater productions.
has been well known for its hot springs since the 8th
century. ¢ Kobe beef—beef from the Wagyu cattle raised

according to tradition in Hyogo.
e Kobe—historic port for foreign trade in the 19th

century that has gardens, shopping, museums, and
the Kobe Port Tower with an observation deck.

¢ Kitano Ijinkan—a historical district containing
Meiji-era foreign residences.

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38
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' . S.
origin of word:

gogen - The

1= 5L &9
AibEE

gridlock; being brought to a standstill

BRox TAL® 52 L 97z <%% 2z 7= BILxXD
RETEEPENT < 720720, M CTHEIENT R 252 &% N6 34 |

BILxLI 7= BILLD

W L A%
EEWVWET, 1A LWwooix, 3R] WO EKRTTNE, I35 134 |

7= L AP MELH TN Hipb Xk Loh DM
X, Mo FFEHRLE W) BEWRIZARD £, SAFR.  EER Lz Tz
YA YA Lo CA ER ) T < i ) 9 =k 7= L
FHK, TFEVPTEANESTFAHTZO, MOREEBIZZ T THEINT., Lol FIHATL
It B¥HoLCx) z i 9 I &

ZEMH, MBEA LW BENEENE LT, Iy, FEE AR
W U ST
D, EIBITIRSBRDEVIEIRTODDDOND L OIZRY L, FEOD

HyHEWNLA

B 1L, T 3o T,

When a train gets stuck due to heavy snow or cars get stuck due to a traffic jam, it is called "tachi
oujou (gridlock)”. "oujou" means "to die", so "tachi oujou" means “to die standing up”. In the Kam-
akura period (1185-1333), Benkei, a retainer who served Minamoto no Yoshitsune, died standing up
to protect his master, even though he was hit by countless arrows from the enemy. With this story,
the word tachi oujou (standing death) was born. This word has come to be used in the sense that

someone is unable to move or go anywhere. Benkei's loyalty was amazing, wasn't it?

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38
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Etymology Continued

Vocabulary:

&7 etymology; origin of a word

SEB1EA gridlock; being brought to a standstill

K% heavy snow

T due to; because of [is used to indicate a causal reason for an action or occurrence]
FEHL train; electric train

2% (indicates sentence subject (occasionally object))

72 < 72572V (train) gets stuck or [from )T 72 < 72 % (to become unable to move); for-
mation: change the \\ at the end of a negative verb (#)/F 72\ (plain present negative form of &)
< (to move) which means “can’t move”) with < and then add 7% (to become). ~¥ isused as
parallel markers for lists of verbs. This is the counterpart to the parallel marker <> which is for
nouns. The function is to list multiple actions or states but implies that there are other unspoken

actions or states. How to form: make the verb (plain form) into past tense form and add V. Ex.

BT 72d - @il Rolc + Y - BTl Rolb]
P& traffic jam; traffic congestion
i car; vehicle

#1772 < 72 % to become unable to move [from )i} 72> (can’t move) which is the plain present
negative form of )< (to move). In order to attach 72 % (to become), we have to change the >
at the end of the negative verb, into < thenadd 72 %. ]

Z & (verb nominalizer) [It allows you to use the preceding verb as noun. How to form: Verb

(casual, non-past) + = & ]
% (indicates direct object of action)
EEWVET itis called; it is said that [ £ (quote marker) + S E 7 (to call; to say)]
11/E death [1E (journey; travel; going) + ZE (life)]

&9 D this means; the meaning of ... is [how to form: Noun/phrase + &9 @D + reason/
explanation/definition]

FE¥a to die; to pass away

E M meaning; sense; significance

T9 26 so; therefore

& 1% (indicates word or phrase being defined)

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38
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Etymology Continued

SN.o 7o £ F standing up [~ % is a suffix which means “as it is” or “without changing”; how to
form: Verb (7=-form) + % %]

&V D BEBRIZZ2 V £ 9 means; it means that; which means [ & V)9 (that) + & (meaning) + (2
720 F9 (become; turns out)]

8t A R Kamakura period (1185-1333)

Ji#% Minamoto no Yoshitsune [was a military commander of the Minamoto clan of Japan in the

late Heian and early Kamakura periods.]

(2 At 2 T 7= served for (Minamoto no Yoshitsune); attended on [(Z (for; on) + {2 TV 7=
(served)]

%K retainer; servant

F7B% Benkei [was a Japanese warrior monk who came to respect and serve the famous warrior Mi-

namoto no Yoshitsune. He is commonly depicted as a man of great strength and loyalty.]
+ A (one’s) master
SF% to protect; to guard; to defend
72 in order to; for the purpose of

HXDK arrows from the enemy; enemy’s arrows [ (opponent; enemy) + @ ( ‘s; indicates pos-

session) + ‘K (arrow)]
HEXLT countless; innumerably; numerous

%13 T% even though (he) was struck by (countless arrows) [from 521} % (to be struck by); ~T %

means “even though” or “although”; how to form: Verb (T form) + %]

L4 without falling [from 41 % (to collapse; to fall down); ~ F° means “without doing some-
thing”; how to form: Verb £ + 9 and for irregular: % (to do), instead of saying L ¥, you
say ¥ (without doing)]

A7 died [casual past form of 4£¥2 (to die)]

Z &5 from the fact that...

L) S theword called ~ [& VY9 (called) + 5% (word)]

EFE I E L7z was/were born [polite past tense form of £ £ 41 % (to be born)]
ZID thisis

&% moving about

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38
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Etymology Continued

HEj & NEN 72 < 725 become unable to move [from &) & 3 EiL72\ Y (unable to move). To at-
tach 72 % (to become), we have to change the > at the end of the negative verb, into < then

add 72 %. ]

£ Z~% nowhere; not anywhere

1T 72< 725 become unable to go; cannot go [from 1T} 72\  (can’t go) which is the potential
plain present indicative negative form of 1T< (to go). To attach 72 % (to become), we have to

change the \\ at the end of the negative verb into < then add 72 %. ]

EWVI B TOM) LD be used in the sense that [ & V)9 (that) + EBE (meaning; sense) + T
(in the) + 2722315  (be used; plain passive present form of 279 (to use))]

£ 912721 £ L7 has come to be (used); reached the point that [polite past form of X 51272 %
(to come to be that); by combining & 9 |2 with 72 %, you can express the change of state of the

situation. ]
Fp 8% D 3L Benkei’s loyalty [7#8# (Benkei) + @ ( ‘s) + [E&5%.0» (loyalty)]
I% (topic marker particle)
9" 272> 72 was amazing [past form of "2V (amazing)]
D T7 (to explain something; show emphasis)

13 isn't it?; right? [sentence ender; it is used when prompting someone for agreement or when you

want to share the same kind of feelings with others]

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38
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@ o LPER
@ BEGINNER:

fINIME / MANGR PHRASE

Surprise your Japanese friends with these phrases

Please see the sound files for the pronunciation

|~“:§ :\\\/;j_:_}b

55 =20
MENRSRER NS,
ZhT5
RIE=E

doragon bo-ru
/ora ga yaranakya, dare ga yaru /

Son Gokuu

Dragon Ball
“If I don’t do it, who will?”
Son Goku

VOCABULARY

N2 = 7"—/ v doragon bo-ru—dragon ball

f&& ora—I; me [male term or language]

73 ga—(indicates sentence subject (occasionally object))

572X % yaranakya—if one does not do it; unless () do it [from <°% (to do); ~72 % % is a con-
traction of 727 #1LiX which means “unless one ...” or “if one does not ...”. It is often used in casual
conversation. How to use: Verb 72\ -stem + 72 X <0 |

#t dare—who

X% yaru—to do

FREZE son gokuu—is based on Sun Wukong, as attested by his monkey tail, staff, and name
which is simply the Japanese reading of the same name in Chinese: f&{E2%

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38 11
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@ UPPER
H ﬂ I H U & BEGINNER*
on § en

Condensed Japanese Language and Culture

L T I XA

Yosa Buson 5zt

15 S0 B
BRY OB P EEA

harusame ya / monogatari yuku / mino to kasa
The spring rain | talking and passing | a straw raincoat and an umbrella

EXPLANATION:
135 HH L TR N O &
BEOMRBFNITS>TWET, TOHE, XS L TWDHAL
I D [0 BN )] 72z X7 L 3

H5 L
B EXTADB AN, M0 GE 2 LD 6N TnEEd, §Fn
~\ib Cxrodwn B 5

TYR7 G s DEWENTET,

Spring rain is quietly falling. Two people, one holding an umbrella and the other wearing a
straw raincoat, are walking along, while talking about something. A quiet and peaceful scene
comes to mind.

VOCABULARY:

H.31# 4 Yosa Buson [was a Japanese poet and painter of the Edo period. He is consid-
ered among the greatest poets of the Edo Period.]

# i gentle spring rain
<> punctuational exclamation in haiku

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38 12
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@ UPPER
H ﬂ I H U & BEGINNER+
on § en

Condensed Japanese Language and Culture

Continued

H DNV story; tale

< to come and go; to pass through

% straw raincoat

& and

#z umbrella; something shaped like an umbrella or a conical hat
FHOR Spring rain [ (spring; springtime) + @ (modifier) + f (rain)]
7% (indicates sentence subject (occasionally object))

F 2> quietly; gently; peacefully

5o TWET falling [from 5% (to fall (of rain, snow, etc.)); Verb T-form + W\ £ 4~ (polite
form) expresses an ongoing action, continuous action that is happening in the present]

Z® that; the
1% while; in the midst of; in

A% X LT\ % holding an umbrella up [from #z% X3~ (to hold an opened umbrella); ~
Verb CT-form + \»% is used to describe an ongoing action]

A% X L CUW 5 A aperson holding an umbrella [£2% = L CV»% (holding an opened um-
brella) + A\ (person); 4% < L T\ % is used to modify the noun A. To modify a noun
with a verb, we need to use the standard form of the verb before the noun which we want
to modify.]

L and

¥ % X 7= wore a straw raincoat [casual past form of &% X % (to wear a straw raincoat)]

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38 ]‘3
April 2021




@ UPPER
H ﬂ I H U | BEGINNER+
on § en

Condensed Japanese Language and Culture

Continued

% % 7= N the person who wore a straw raincoat [ % X 7= (wore a straw raincoat) + A
(person); 3 % % 7= modifies the noun A]

A\ two persons; two people [ . (two) + A (person)]
fils> something; some; any

fiiz L7223 5 while talking [from 5549 % (to have a talk); ~7275 5 means “while doing

something” or “to do two actions at the same time”; how to form: Verb == (stem form) +
RN 5]

HNTUWE 7 to go by walking [#3U T is the T form of #2< (to walk) which is used to

connect to the second verb \»& F£ 9" (to go; polite form of \<); ~TV X F£9 express-
es physical movement]

o CEFn7e quiet and peaceful [§#72> (quiet) + T (and) + *F-fn7e (peaceful)]
,IEISE

H . scene; spectacle; sight

BN EYE J come to mind; come across

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38 ]‘4
April 2021




HBNJI SPOTLICHT S

Learnlng kan]1 one charac’;er ata'

BEGINNER

JLF'I'NS

JLPT N5 Kanji
On: avy
Kun:zo. 8 94.< &.v wWw»

Meaning : fond; pleasing; to like something

Hint: Women ¥ like children F.

Stroke Order:

7l 4 8 9 474F

Examples:

Wy
A$F = love; love very much

wh &

{43 < on good terms with; get along with; peacefully

¥ %5
¥ % #k\» likes and dislikes; pickiness (usually about food); choosy

»n BAHL 1)} T
HOERDIFAIETEFES LV,

kare no ongaku no konomi wa subarashii.
His tastes in music is superb.

VOCABULARY:

D kare no—his [1% (he) + ® (’s)] planation]

i . konomi—taste; choice
B4 ongaku—music kg

® no—(modifier) [shows relationship between % wa—(topic marker particle)

H2¢ and #f7#, in which the first noun (F%) K55 L\ subarashii—wonderful;
modifies the second noun (4 #) to give an ex-  gplendid; magnificent

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38 15
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%* o (particle)

ABOUT:
m This is the direct object marker. It is usually spoken as "0" in modern Japanese although original-

n n

ly it was "wo." Some native speakers do sometimes voice the "w" today. But as a rule, pronounce it
the same as 3.

It is not, however, a substitute for 33. % is only used (in modern Japanese) for the direct object
marker.

HOW TO USE:
m Marks the Direct Object: In English, we don't have a particle that shows the direct object. A
direct object is the object that a transitive verb acts upon.

A transitive verb is simply a verb that has an object. For example: I carried a book. ("Carried" is a
transitive verb which requires an object to be carried)

bizL &A IS

FLX, BEFAE LT, Iread abook.

[EYV

[A (book) is the direct object which was read]

STUDY NOTES:
m This particle is pretty straightforward. Just put it after the direct object. The main exception is
with some verbs, 7% or |Z replaces % after what would be the direct object in English.

bzl

N
FAIX, BH72723MfE T, 1like you.

bzl

[Here, 7272 (you) is the object which %4 (I) likes. But as mentioned previously, 7% is used with

+
fFx.]
MAKOTO E-ZINE #38
April 2021
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BEGINNER R%

JLPTNs5 { 4
. ’)

Continued

bizL %)

FiE, HR7ZITEZ W2V T, [ want to see you.

bizL
[&727= (you) is the object which the topic, £4 (I), wants to see. Normally, the object uses %, but
»
|2 is used with 2= 9]

MAIN POINTS:
m % is almost always pronounced "o" in modern Japanese. But to type it on the keyboard, you'll

need to press "wo".
m % is replaced with 7% or |2 with certain verbs.

VOCABULARY:

FL watashi—I; me

IX wa—(topic marker particle)

A hon—book

@t F L 7= yomimashita—read [polite past tense form of #t¢¢ (to read)]
& 72 7= anata—you (referring to someone of equal or lower status)

it % suki—like; favorite; well-liked

T9 desu—be;is

ZUNTo VN aitai—want to see [from £5 9 (to see; to meet). 72V is used to express a desire to do something. Formation:
Verb-£ 9 stem + 721]

MAKOTO E-ZINE #38 17
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CHE? {ET’S READ!

h Learn through reading for (very) beginners of Japanese

BEGINNER INTERMEDIATE NINJA!
: | r 1 f f (] [
=) -
- J o J
Suitable for beginners with litle or no knowledge
of Japanese; Approx. JLPT N5 Level

Have you only recently learned hira-

gana and need practice? Or perhaps,
your hiragana is no problem, but you
want to build your reading comprehen-

sion?

Frank and the Obaasan is here to
the rescue!

Previously, Frank, an alien, crash
landed into Japan and met Obaasan.
With Obaasan’s help, Frank learned
much of the Japanese language and cul-
ture.

Following their intergalactic adven-
tures from the first season, Frank and
the Obaasan must now protect Japan

from the Oresama menace. Oresama

(aka Kitichan) intends to destroy the
most kawaii thing in the universe. That,
of course, is found in Japan...

Makoto+ members can access this in a more interactive format. To learn more:

http://thejapanesepage.com/makoto

And now...
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BrLIZ N —F

Try to read the Japanese first. If you need the romaji version, use it sparingly. Lastly, read the English to cement under-
standing. The pages following this section will break down each line and explain grammar, kanji, and culture. Please look
for the MP3s of the stories. And now, Episode Ten: Pancakes as a Reward

b5 hz
[ORESAMA]: B\, BIEHTA. BATE>TVRAE? COMAT =
[ g%/ AN A
FHET 37,

i =

[OBAASAN]: (=a=2aL%#H5) nt)ig:(,%-z PRI N?

nz 5 A
[ORESAMA] : 3A?RAE? HN?EH LW, BEEISN RV, H. K
A

IKEWTHBEITE, FELER?

4 &Y s’ Y v ibh b

[OBAASAN]: 5 &, #, BV, [EF I LYTORAYICTY TL
%, ]

[ORESAMA] : RAR AT, THiE?

bl bi

[OBAASAN] : 53w CHIZFADEL, BREEEE A BEDO.
H-i,

Bn
[ORESAMA]: ¥'5 LTHEH=2HN THL Y=, thh->=AKE?
5%
[OBAASAN] : 7', :Af‘t‘b\—::\,\\,\BU\,\*A,litlt}kt:ti\,\fw\

bri-%

*)o %ﬂﬁ‘b\ -BJ:’)Z Eﬁb\b_,\/%d-b\ﬁz.—(%b;o < 1/’\7‘—

19
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(.34 = W I
Th,. SOAZEBEBLTB LS E\V,

=W IF

(FLHy=dBEINS)

7

[ORESAMA]: K, K& ~, T ia~A. DI i~h, (iK)

HAIBYS

[EMPERORS] : HEB¥A. HYAL I TE¥VET, BHFTLEES
T<
& o¥ (B J U

(A

[FRANK] : B r— 5 R RNIFEE L L5, BTV ET L,

¥TAIEWS

[OBAASAN] : %5, éﬁa’ﬁiiﬂatm“ ZNET?2E. WWh, XY
%R ENED DL,

HWiE TAIBEWS AW bh

%0)1§ LES<O M. 2FEHIEFRIBRYFELE, LESL KT,
ELEW,

20
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Try to read the Japanese first. If you need the romaji version, use it sparingly. Lastly, read the English to cement under-

standing. The following pages will break down each line and explain grammar, kanji, and culture. Please look for the

MP3s of the stories. And now, Episode Ten: Pancakes as a Reward

Oresama: oi, obaasan, nande waratte iru n
da? kono neko kafe o hakai suru zo.

Obaasan: (nikoniko shinagara) mawari o
yoku mite. nanika kizukanai?

Oresama: un? nan da? are? okashii na.
neko wa ugokanai. a, kami ni kaitearu
dake da. damashita na?

Obaasan: ima yo, ori, onegai. [ori ga kyuu
ni oresama no mawatri ni orite Kuru.]

Oresama: nan nan da. kore wa?

Obaasan: ufufu, kore wa watashi no wana
yo. anata o tsukamaeru tame no, wa ° na.

Oresama: doushite oresama ga
/oresama_/ to wakatta n da?

Obaasan: mazu, konnani kakkoii ojiisan wa
chikyuu ni wa inai wa. sorekara, chotto at-
ama kara antena ga mieteru wa yo. sa,
enpera-san, kono hito o taiho shite
choudai.

(oresama wa taiho sareru.)
Oresama: ku, kuso~. ue~n, ue~n. (naku).

Emperors: obaasan, arigatou gozaimasu.
okage de zenuchuu ga sukuwaremashita.

Frank: orei ni panke-ki o tabe ni ikimashou.
ogorimasu yo.

Obaasan: ara, zenuchuu o sukutta noni,
sore dake? ma, ii ka. panke-ki ga tabe-
takatta no yo.

sono ato, shibaraku no aida, zenuchuu wa
heiwa ni narimashita. shibaraku dake.

oshimai.

Oresama: Hey, Obaasan, why are you smil-
ing? I'm going to destroy this cat cafe.

Obaasan: (While smiling) Look around care-
fully. Don’t you notice anything?

Oresama: Hmm? What? That? That's weird.
The cats aren’t moving. Oh, it's just a draw-
ing on a piece of paper. You tricked me, did-
n't you?

Obaasan: Now, cage, please. [The cage
suddenly comes down around Oresama.]

Oresama: What's going on? What's this?

Obaasan: Heh-heh. This is my trap. It's a t-r-
a-p to catch you.

Oresama: How did you know that | was "Ore
-sama"?

Obaasan: First, there’s no way such a cool
Ojiisan could exist on earth. On top of that, |
can see a little bit of your antenna sticking
out of your head. Now, Emperor, | need you
to arrest this person.

(Oresama is put under arrest.)

Oresama: Darn! Drat! Unn~, unn~,
(Weeping)

Emperors: Thank you, Obaasan. Thanks to
you, the whole universe has been saved.

Frank: For your reward, let's go out for pan-
cakes. I'll buy!

Obaasan: Oh, | saved the entire universe,
and yet that's all | got? Eh..., whatever. |
wanted pancakes anyway.

For a while after that, peace reigned through-
out the universe. Only for a while.

The end.
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Now, let’s break down each line for better understanding.

-

h5 acz
W, BIEHTA, BATE-TWVWBAE? COlh 7%

(9% AN

BIRT 5%

Hey, Obaasan, why are you smiling? I'm going to destroy this cat cafe.

VOCABULARY
BV hey!; oi!; ahoy!
B1¥H & A obaasan; old woman;

senior citizen

72 /v C why

%> T4 smiling [from & 9 (to
smile; to laugh)]

/72 (is casual for @ T which is

used when asking for a reason)

Z @ this

Wi7) 7 x catcafé [Jii (cat) + 7 =

(café)]

% (indicates direct object of action)

fiz#4 % destroy; abolish

%< (male term or language, used at

sentence end to add force)

NOTES

o5 TW5 [is the Verb T-form + V% of £ 9 (to
smile). ~ TV % is a progressive form of the verb
which expresses an ongoing action, continuous

action that is happening in the present. How to
form: Verb T-form + V5]

AT [when used to ask a question, it begs a deep-

er explanation over a superficial reply]
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Now, let’s break down each line for better understanding.

I x

= ib & X i
o (=a2=aLl%ds5) AYELLRT, LR INRWN?

(While smiling) Look around carefully. Don’t you notice anything?

VOCABULARY

—a==a L7275 while smiling
J& ¥ surrounding; vicinity; around
% (indicates direct object of action)
& < F T look carefully

fi] 7> something; some; any

KON not notice [from & <

(to notice; to recognize)|

NOTES

—a=a N5 [from ==2=29 7% (to smile);
~72 7535 means “while doing something” or “to

do two actions at the same time”; how to form:
Verb &= (stem form) + 7275 5]

F ST [£< (well; carefully) + 2T (look). &
< is an adverb form of \ \\» / XV (good; well).
. TC is the T-form of 1. % (to look) which is

used to request or command someone else to do
something.]

KON isa 72\ -form of %5 < (to notice; to
recognize). ~72 "\ on the end of the verb indi-

cates a negative plain form of a verb which has a
similar function as “not”.
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faZ 33 " H

IAL?BRAE? HN?2EHN L WG, BEEHI RV, H, HKIEW

THhsEFrE,

cEFLER?

Hmm? What? That? That's weird. The cat doesn’t move. Oh, it's just a drawing on a piece

of paper. You tricked me, didn't you?

VOCABULARY
9 A hmm; hum; erm
72 /072 what?; oh
&L that
7> L 72 that's weird
M cat
I% (topic marker particle)

#7721 doesn’t/don’t move [from
5 < (to move)]

& ah; oh

# paper

\Z on; in

F T d % writing [from F< (to
write) ]

721 only; just; merely

72 be; is [casual form of the polite
copula T]

2% L7272 (you) tricked (me), didn’t

you? [from 72 % 4 (to trick; to
cheat)]

NOTES

BLWR [BOrLW (strange; weird) + 72
(casual suffix which is generally considered to be
“male speech”). 72 is used when you express
what you feel or think. Sometimes you are just
talking to yourself so it doesn’t matter whether
you have a listener or not. How to form: \ -

adjective + 72]

T2V isa 72\ -form of B < (to move). ~72 1>
on the end of the verb indicates a negative plain
form of a verb which has a similar function as

«

not”.

72F L7172 [7ZF L7= (tricked) + 72 (casual
suffix; male speech). 7% L 7= is the casual
past tense form of 72% 7~ (to trick). 72 is used to
ask agreement from the listener or to confirm
something. The speaker is sharing his feelings
with the listener.]
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=~ L &Y fan
iyl

N5 &, &, BEAV,

&Y w3

ibh b

[EEN A ALY ZORYIZTFY TL 3, ]

Now, cage, please. [The cage suddenly comes down around Oresama.]

VOCABULARY
A X now [4 (now) + K&

(emphasis) |
& cage
FFEV please; request

73 (indicates sentence subject
(occasionally object))

=T suddenly; swiftly; quickly

F P~ ?JE Y around Oresama

IZ in

T T % come down

RARATZ,

NOTES

FLH¥~DJED [F 1%~ (Oresama) + O
(modifier) + J& ¥ (around; surrounding). 4" -

= sounds like a self-centered 1st person pro-
noun. |

TH<T<% [FWT (Tformof TV 5 (to de-
scend)) + < % (tocome). T-formof T Y % is
used to enable it to connect to the succeeding
verb < %.~7T< % expresses physical move-
ment. ]

SNnix?

What’s going on? What’s this?

VOCABULARY

72 /72 AUTS what’s going on?; what's
happening?

Z AL what’s this?

NOTES

72 /72 /T2 expresses a surprising and shocked
feeling.

ZHUX [Z4v (this) + 1% (this hanging (% implies
an unspoken phrase)]
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L bR

2N

]
S DS I FA NDRL. HLHl-eHMFIA5-HD. b - 7%,

Heh-heh. This is my trap. It's a t-r-a-p to catch you.

VOCABULARY

9 5.5 heh-heh; chuckling; giggling

Z T as for this; this is
FLD E my trap [FAD (my) + &

(trap; snare)]

& (sentence ender showing emphasis

and certainty)

& 7272 you (referring to someone of

equal or lower status)

% (indicates direct object of action)

i £ X% to catch; to capture
72 @ something for ~

1> + 72 t-r-a-p (trap; snare)

NOTES

72 @ + noun = something for ~; modifying a
noun. Ex. 729D 72 — trap for ~

1> » 72 [the middle dot in Japanese forces the
reader to pause. The + isn’t pronounced, you

just pause for a bit.]

sh
I LTEY=H THLHY=2) thdh-AL?

How did you know that I was "Ore-sama"?

VOCABULARY

&£ 9 LT how; by what means
fiE 7~ Oresama

23 (indicates sentence subject

(occasionally object))

& Mo T T2 recognized that;
found out that; did know that

NOTES

LbohoTloATE [& (that) + ©ovo 72 (did
know) + A/72 (casual for @ T4 which is used
when asking for a reason). 157> 7= is the casu-
al past form of 727>% (know; find). When A/ 72

is used to ask a question, it begs a deeper expla-
nation over a superficial reply.]

&~ or 4 L ¥~ Oresama [sounds like a self-

centered 1st person pronoun]
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%93

Egif;:A@K#a:mwﬁcmékmmﬁnmw&wbo%ﬂ

br-%

"o, o ENST

&
SFFRRATEh &,

First, there’s no way such a cool Ojiisan could exist on earth. On top of that, I can see a little

bit of your antenna sticking out of your head.

VOCABULARY
F 9 first (of all); to begin with

Z A721Z such a; like this; so; in this

way
7>2 Z W good-looking; cool
¥ U & A male senior-citizen
I (topic marker particle)

HIERIZ XV 720 does not exist on
earth

1> (feminine ender for emphasis)
Z 17> 5 and then; on top of that
H X o & alittle bit; slightly

887> 5 from (one’s) head; of (one’s)

head [BH (head) + 7*5 (from)]
7”277 antenna

73 (indicates sentence subject

(occasionally object))

5,2 T % can see; sticking out [from
R, % % (to be in sight; to be seen)]

1> X (emphatic sentence-ending par-
ticle)

NOTES
HIERIZ 1TV 220 [HIER (earth) + (21X (on) + VMR

V) (be not in). V)72V is the negative form of 1

% (to be (of animate object); to exist).]

.2 T% isthe Verb T-form + % of .2 % (to
be seen; to be able to see). Verb- T % is the casu-
al form of Verb-C\ % to be used in conversa-
tion. In spoken conversation, it is common to
drop the " and just use C-form plus %; this is
called “V #k & S %E (inuki kotoba)”. This form of
a verb describes the actual state, condition, and
appearance of the subject. How to form: Verb T

-form + 5
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(/24

= W IE

7= W IF

N E IR —TA TOATRBLTE &L 5\,

(FLH=

ZREENS, )

Now, Emperor, I need you to arrest this person. (Oresama is put under arrest.)

VOCABULARY

= well; now; okay [an exclamation/
interjection expressing the speaker’s
intention to invite or press the other
person to perform an action]

T N7 — X A Emperor [T 2R
7 — (emperor) + & A (Mr.; Mrs.;
Ms.); & A is a suffix which shows
respect and can be used with both
first and last names]|

Z @D A\ this person [ Z @ (this) + A
(person)]

% (indicates direct object of action)

B L TH X 9720 need (you) to
arrest; please arrest [from @#ffi 9 5

(make an arrest; catch)]

7 L= Oresama [sounds like a self-

centered 1st person pronoun]
IZ (topic marker particle)

34 S 415 to be arrested; is put un-
der arrest [from @i 9% (make an

arrest; catch)]

NOTES
FEHLTHEr o272 [~ TH X 972\ is a casual

alternative of ~T < 72 &\ (please do some-
thing; to command or request somebody to do
something). While it can be used by anyone, it
has a slightly feminine and childish nuance. How
to form: Verb T-form + & X 9 721)]

3 X415 is the passive form of i#f#7 5. This

form of a verb tells us that the verb is done to
someone. It takes the emphasis off of who does
the action and places it on who is affected by the
action. So, it is common to omit the doer of ac-
tion from a passive sentence. Conjugation rules:
the rules are same for both % -verbs and -
verbs. All passive verbs become % -verbs. For %
and 9 verbs: Change the last character from
an / u / vowel sound to an / a / vowel sound and
add 71 %. For exception verbs: 7~ % becomes
35 and < % becomes Z H11%5. Examples:

S S
%-Verbs: 1% (to goout) > Hbhd; 9-
137 137
Verbs: 753 (totalk) — #EE#5; Exception
Verbs: 7% (todo) — Z#1%5; < % (tocome)
— Z bivd. Note: For verbs ending with “tsu”

)

will end with “tareru” in passive form. Ex. D

(to hit) > FI72#v%. And with verbs ending

“_.n

with just the vowel “u” will end with “wareru” in
bb

bbb
passive form. Ex. %&£ 5 (to laugh) — Kbh 5
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e &~ Ha~h. Fi~ho (iK)

Darn! Drat! Unn~, unn~. (Weeping)

VOCABULARY NOTES
< { %~ Darn! Drat! <. < %~ isan expression of disappointment or
A . .
dismay.

>

)z ~A. 9 z2~A Unn~, unn~

Nz < to cry; to weep

HEAIBYH

<
W BEBTA. HYHLITIVET, ST TLFHI DN
L7,

Thank you, Obaasan. Thanks to you, the whole universe has been saved.

VOCABULARY NOTES

BiIdH I A old woman; female senior RaLE L7z is the polite passive positive past

form of ¥ 9 (to save; to rescue). Passive form of

citizen; obaasan a verb is used to say “action is done to object,”

- RSN rather than “to do action to object.” It takes the
HYpELHTIWET thankyou ’

emphasis off of who does the action and places it

on who is affected by the action. ¥ 9 is a verb

F7F T thanks to ...; owing to ...

“_.n

that ends with just the vowel “u”, so it will end

45255 whole universe with “wareru” in passive form. 95—t 5
(plain passive positive present form). Polite pas-
yoR) (indicates sentence Subject sive positive present form: ¥i>#LE 75 polite

. . i iti t form: BbivE L7
(occasmnally ob]ec t)) passive positive past form: $

ReivE L7z has been saved [from

K9 (to save; to rescue)]
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nw # w
BTN T—FEZBNICITEELLEY. BTV ET L,

Let's go out for pancakes as your reward. I'll buy!

VOCABULARY NOTES

%%L 6: as a reward; as a tol<en Of ﬁ’\c:?ji% F L 5 is the polite volitional form
of X247 < (go to eat). This verb form is used

to make a suggestion to one or more people
which includes oneself (“let’s” / “shall we”). How

toform:~F T —~FL & 9;Ex. BT F

one’s gratitude

’N2/7—% pancake; hot cake

% (indicates direct object of action) T o RSATEEL RS, Also, e (R
stem of &% (to eat)) + |Z1T7< (to go), means
BRIZITEFEFL X 9D let’s go out to “to go in order to eat”. Verb-% §~ stem + (21T

< /24T Z £ 7 means “to go in order to do
something”.

eat [from & ~Z17< (go to eat)]
¥ TV £ to give (someone) a treat

& (sentence ender showing emphasis

and certainty)

HAIBw ) ¥<

> Ho. FHER-LOIT, TNEF2E, VWD

Oh, I saved the entire universe, and yet that's all I got? Eh..., whatever.

VOCABULARY NOTES
% 5 oh: ah R 72 is the 7= form of K 5 (to save; to rescue).
)
Unlike the % L 7z form, it does not show polite-
{:@f—‘?ﬁﬁ' entire universe ness. You'll probably use it with friends and to-

ward people who are younger than you.
% (indicates direct object of action)

R o 7= saved [from R 9 (to save)]
M\ although; despite; and yet
ZX7Z1T? only that? that’s all?

F. W) whatever; never mind;

oh, well
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= S
3 IS — R RN D &,

[ wanted pancakes anyway.

VOCABULARY NOTES
I — pancake' hot cake BT 72 is the casual past form of B~X721
)
(want to eat). ~72\ is a verb suffix that adds a
oo (indicates sentence subj ect meaning of desire. It is used to express your in-

ner desire to do something. Use it to say “I want
to do [this verb].” How to form: Verb =3 (stem

ﬁ&fi 73 7~ wanted to eat [from ﬁ form) + 72\, ~727)»> 7= (wanted to do ~) is the

past form ~7Z .
~ % (toeat)]

(occasionally object))

® X (sentence ender for emphasis)

hr HWi TAIBbwS AW b
Zni#%. LIES<n M. 2FHIEFfMIHLY L1,
LIXS<EIF, L E W,

For a while after that, peace reigned throughout the universe. Only for a while. The end.

VOCABULARY NOTES

(become; turn out to). Noun + ~{Z7¢ % implies a

LIE 5 < D for a short while; for a natural change.

while; for the time being
21 entire universe
IX (topic marker particle)
‘V-F1 peace; harmony
1272 Y F L7~ became; turned out to
LIX 5 < fora moment; for a while
721} only; just
L FE U theend
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Why are Japanese fruits so expensive?
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Work through the story, sentence-by-sentence, referring to the vocabulary and grammar explanations below as needed.

I3 A {7Zb D ZH&wHUA

L 2 < 2%

AARTI, B3 E RS T, AVLRAL e, L ER

TAEAMZA

Lo I3 A

iS22 20y vyanZdh x4, Lid, ZRIEHARD

BN IRE AT I3 A

XL B2 H Y £, HATIE

H+ATL =,

Ll

HIZ R EHE VRN

{7ZHD 7z

H A D54 Japanese fruits [H A (Japan) + @
(modifier) + £ (fruits)]

7z why

=#% high class; expensive; fancy

HA Tl in Japan [HA (Japan) + TiZ (in)]

RV fruit

I3 (topic marker particle)

i luxury item; high-class item; expensive goods

T3 be;is

PYf > square; box-shaped

A A 71 watermelon

% such things as ...; and... and [is used to list objects to
make a point; non-exhaustive]

U & & a piece of; one piece of [counter for round-shape
objects]

%% (marks the subject, occasionally the object)

{77 H tens of thousands of yen [fi[/i (tens of thou-
sands (of...)) + '] (Japanese unit)]

fAl77F % 9% that costs tens of thousands of yen [$ is
used to emphasize the big amount (fi[ /71) ]

X v Y melon

Y v = apple (fruit)

235 Y £ 3 there are; there is

% (3 as a matter of fact; actually

Z i as for this

HA @Al Japanese culture [HA (Japan) + ®
(modifier) + XAt (culture)]

& with

Bt%23H Y % 3" have something to do (with); have
a relationship (with); be connected to the

HA CI% in Japan [HA (Japan) + Ti¥ (in)]
(2 in the past; in the days of old; in old times
Y fruit; edible fruit

% (indicates direct object of action)

»HE Y (not) very; (not) much [usually written us-
ing kana alone, with negative sentence]

B~ F 4 A TL7 did not eat [polite negative past

tense form of B % (to eat)]
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{7ZbD BT L X LD 7z b D < b D

EWx [KEF | ERENIFHOBY) L, Bopye L
HOD B 4+ b 7z »H
T bbb ens <, BHEGICRo72/7ICX L EF5b DT
Wi

L7ze b % 9T,

HY) fruit; edible fruit T & 23% < often and [from Z & 2% \» (often;
there are often times when ~ ). How to form: Verb
i (topic marker particle) (plain form) + Z £ 2% \»; % < isthe { form

[IKEEF | “fruits” [/K (water) + 357 (sweets; snacks);  (continuative form) of % \» (often; frequent),
in the past, all light foods such as fruits were called
“kashi”. Among them, especially succulent fruits such
as watermelons or pears came to be called
“mizugashi”.] meanings. How to form: remove the \» at the end

which allows the \>-adjective to continue on and
connect to other elements, forming new words and

:/$41 % to be called; to be referred to [plain passive of \»-adjective and then replace with < ]

present indicative form of '-.3> (to call)] BHEEIC 72 o 72 (to those who) had been kind (to

‘ them); (to those) whose care (I) have been in
EIEEI B called [&  (is required when the verb Ff.5

(to call) is used to indicate how something is called or

named) + "X % (to be called)]

[from B1HEEIC 72 % (to receive favor; to be in-
debted; to be much obliged to someone)]

J71C to person [/7 (person) + T (to)]
KR D~ special food [F55l (special) + D

(modifier) + B~ (food)] S LEFS to give; to offer

T L 7z was; were [past form of T3 (be; is); is a polite @ (indicates tangble things)

past tense marker, typically used with nouns and 7&- % @ TL 7z (is used to introduce a well-known fact)
adjectives] [from H ® T (indicates an obvious fact); how
15 Y ¥) present; gift to form: Verb-casual, non-past + b O T3]
& LT as; for 4% still; even now

i 41 5 to be treated [plain passive present indicative % 5 G3 that is so; it seems that

form of #% 9 (to treat; to deal with)]

ELTbis tobetreatedas [& LT (as) + b
% (to be treated)]
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WE HWIAY D N 5D

P

Sk, FEEMMATEERED R — =2 TAT>TVET

RSN bD &S R7ZdD £ D

A Z5L5L50A Hoh A

25, B ORYZ. Fiil e sih. BEMMZ & 5 BIEICH

DET, ZIICHLHDIE, & TH I\,

4 1% at the present time; nowadays

EEE amount of production; production volume
7% (indicates sentence subject (occasionally object))

¥4 %2 T increase and [T form of #§ 2 % (to increase;

to multiply); this T form of the verb is used as a
conjunction, expressing the sequential order and
joining clauses, creating the meaning of “and”]

LD R — X — ordinary supermarket [‘Eﬁ:‘@

(ordinary; common) + @ (modifier) + X —-¥—
(supermarket; grocery store)]

IZ in
72 { T A alot; a large number; many; plenty

76> CWEJ are sold [from 72 % (tosell); ~TWF

3 (polite) is a progressive form of the verb which
expresses an ongoing action, continuous action that

is happening in the present; How to form: Verb T-

form+ % / W3]
725 but; however

HE 0 VI OFRY) fruits for gifts [IE Y ¥ (gift; present)
+ D (for) + Y (fruit)]

lZ (topic marker particle)
Tl 7 special

5 store; shop [#  (honorific prefix)]

WA & gift items; giftware
% (indicates direct object of action)

% 9 35 stores that deal with [#% 9 (to deal with) + ¥
J& (store); % 9 is used to modify the noun ¥)5; To
modify a noun with a verb, we need to use the stand-
ard form of the verb before the noun which we want
to modify.]

IC®H Y £ 7 is located in; is found in

% Z1T there; in there

» % to be; to exist

@13 (nominalizer which makes the preceding phrase
into a noun equivalent; it often refers to a subject

(placed in front of @ (%) and turns the subject
(preceding phrase) into a subject of the sentence.)

& T very; exceedingly

Z N\ 72 beautiful; nice-looking
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354 %

FACEALADI IR TIN—IEDLDTT, I L TCIARICE

nrea Vobis

DALY x5

NWT, LODEERECDOTLEY2?F0iE. MERE L

z7 B7z v & D

BCHIIMEL DY £, HRAZ, "mHEEXR2 L CH EFT

ﬁ—o

IZIiEA LA

DALwHWnD x5 Cxo9d

¥ % round; circle

T and

% gem;jewel

D X H 7 as; like

7 =" fruits

17> Y only; nothing but

T3 be;is

&5 L T why; for what reason

Z A7R1T so; like this

X LT beautiful and [Z 11\ (beautiful) + T (and)]
L 72>% moreover; furthermore

fiEiB price; cost

7% (indicates sentence subject (occasionally object))
f=1\> expensive; high-priced

DTL & 92 (ask a question in a polite way)

Z % thatis; it is

pnfECC R breeding; breed improvement

¢ and

H TJj growing method; method of bringing up;
method of raising

IZ in
% secret; confidentiality

3% Y £ there is [used to say there is or some-
thing is for non-living things]

HA A Japanese person; Japanese [H4~ (Japan) +
A (person)]

I3 (topic marker particle)
rufEU R breeding; breed improvement
& T very; exceedingly

= good (at); skillful
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HE 7=

AL w® Vs »

A E

HEzmo a7zl wnwbnshm@zETGbe T, AL

AL ® o< »

z72 B 7z T

BOLWHHEEZEY FFEd, 2L C. BCHPETH TET

Zo%w5 z 7

W AV o z 7z 7z

To MRBEIN—VEHETCLLE, —A—RL w5 F5Tizd

L5 T,

H & sweetness; sugariness

% (indicates direct object of action)
5% % increase; to raise; to enhance
72 1C in order to

WA WA 7 various; all sorts of

infE breed; breed variety

HF & T to cross-breed and; to cross and [T form

of it iF &4 % (to cross; to cross-breed); this T
form of the verb is used as a conjunction, expressing
the sequential order and joining clauses, creating the
meaning of “and”]

5 & < patiently; with perseverance

B\ L\ delicious; tasty; sweet

fE Y L1 % 3 to create [polite form of fE ) L1F'% (to
create; to build up)]

% L T and then; and

B T/ the way (they) grow (crops); method of bringing
up; method of raising

7% (indicates sentence subject (occasionally object))
& T very; exceedingly

T8 careful; thorough

T3 be;is

=% 7 high-class; high quality; premium
7 )V — fruits

B T % grow; cultivate; rear

¢ % when (occasion; case)

—AR—5% one fruit per (stem) [— (one), A<

(counter for long, skinny things), & (fruit)]
&9 (a growing method) called

H TJ7 growing method; method of bringing up;
method of raising

9% to do; to carry out

Z & 3H Y £3 sometimes ~; there are times when
~; occasionally ~ [used when you are talking about
the possibilities, or when something happens re-
gardless of one’s will]
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W lFA <& [0 B

_‘zlg@jz. f’Of’_‘o LZ))

:9) D F

FWRFEIIFEATLE - T,
Tk Z7z

ERLTCTHEICETE T,

ESRER)
FOTHEWEHICT AGETT,
Chb7=ARA Hg BAED»AD

ﬂ‘zu\ “—7j‘<'%) O }#J—EEE&

. NOF 2

(plant stem; stalk); 4~ (counter for long, skinny
things)]

one stem [ A (one) + ® (modifier) + %

IZ per
7z = 7z only; merely; no more than
—2 one

L 7> only; nothing but [is only used in negative sen-
tences]

% fruit

—D L H»E% D1F 7\ to produce one fruit only [ I}
72\ is the negative plain form of 21} % (bear; pro-
duce) and this verb form is required by the word L 7>;

L 2> (placed after a noun phrase) + verb negative
plain form means “nothing but” or “only”]

X 9123 % to ensure that ~; to make sure that ~; em-

power [how to use: verb (dictionary form / 72> form)

+ £HICT 3]
Ji way; method
T be;is
£ IF 272 unnecessary; excess
#f shoot; sprout; bud

lZ (topic marker particle)

fiiA,CL % - T cut off and; plucked and; trimmed
and [from fiiAoTL % 9 (to trim completely); L

¥ o T isthe T formof L ¥ 9 (to do something
completely; to finish) which is used as a conjunc-
tion, expressing the sequential order and joining

clauses, creating the meaning of “and”; Verb T L &

9 / Verb TL % 7 is used to express the mean-
ing of “to finish doing something completely”]

W H every day

F}&IC in a careful way (manner); patiently

%.

Y watering (plants)

S
LB temperature control [{ifE (temperature)

+ & (control; management) |

B B % L T controlling the temperature [T
form (present progressive form) of i & EH % 3%

(to control the temperature); T form makes it
clear that you're doing the action right now or con-
tinuously]

72 & such as; and things like (temperature control,
etc.); and so on; etc.

T 8T carefully; in a careful way

B CTE 7 tonurture; to promote the growth [polite
form of HT %]
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we B

FHThHE, FDo—D2DEL,

HE

T, 70ANAHLSBWLLL D 9,

<IHBwI z 7

TVEA FARY ) v L
Ko RKEZIY DL
25b

A
FicE RO &, HEDR

129189

DOWNWTLEI/D, ZBHRHTHETCLIHELDDL T,

% 9 3 % L ifthat is done; having done that; if it is
done in that way

% @ that; the

7z © 72— single; solo; just one; only one
@ (modifier)

% fruit

I3 (topic marker particle)

K57 water

& and

2% nutrients; nourishment

% (indicates direct object of action)

Y 5% L T having all to oneself; monopolizing [T
form of #1 Y (5® 3% (get ~ all to oneself; have ~ all

to oneself); this T form is used to express a means or
reason for a subsequent action or event.]

72y~ A very; greatly

H<{BWL L &Y 9 become sweet and tasty [H < is
the < form of H'\» (sweet-tasting) which allows it to
combine with the word 3 \» L \» (tasty; delicious).
To string adjectives together using the < form, you
just need to change the \» at the end of the first \>-
adjective (H'\») into < then attach the second adjec-

tive (> L), The< form of \*-adjective

(combined two adjectives, V> and 5> L) +

729 ¥4 (polite form) conveys that something
will become (sweet and tasty).]

11T in the soil [1. (soil) + T (in)]

% fruit

7% (indicates sentence subject (occasionally object))
2 < touch (the soil)

& if; when

» & dirt; mark; stain

DWTLE Y toleave (some dirt on the fruit) [from

< (to stick; to stain); Verb TL ¥ 9 is used to
express an action that has taken place unintention-
ally, often with unsatisfactory results.]

72 because

2211 C in the air [2%H (air) + T (in)]
B T % grow; cultivate; rear

Ji i method

B T % /7ik method of growing [B T % (to grow) is

used to modify the noun /7i% (method). To modi-
fy a noun with a verb, we need to use the standard
form of the verb before the noun which we want to

modify.]
% also

H Y ¥ 3 to have; to exist; there is
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2h DD HF z72 ES N ES) A

Tafbs, KEFTETCLHEDHVET, 25L T, HL

EScHOa »F {7ZHD T % b g A ZH%Ew S {7ZdD

G2 WHWRYBHK ES 2 bIF T, HAD & K 2RY
k 5w pos b

ZBXTRUTA o 72O BEFKH 5

+ soil Hi2k 2% % to be finished; to complete; fulfill

% (indicates direct object of action) D 1FTJ for that reason; no wonder; as you'd expect

[conclusion from reasoning and judgment; how to

fiid> 3 without using (soil) [from {# 9 (to use); ~ 3 wse: Verb (casual) + b 1 <]

means “without doing something”; how to form: verb
%%~ + 7 and forirregular: 3% (to do), instead of [ A Japan

ing L9, 3 (with i
saying L 37, yousay €73 (without doing)] D (modifier)

7 t =
K water =% 7% high-class; high quality; premium

ol
7217 only I fruits

T by; with (indicates means of action) £ C eat and [C form of 5<% (to eat); this <
form of the verb is used as a conjunction, express-
ing the sequential order and joining clauses, creat-
ing the meaning of “and”]

B T % grow; cultivate; rear

7715 way; method

ST A o 7z liked [past of 51 A% (to like; to be de-

b also lighted with)]

%Y LT tohave; to exist; there is 9 D B EFFH rich people from overseas [}

Z 9 LT thus;in this way (foreign; overseas) + @ (modifier) + B<&FFH
(rich person)]
% fruit

IZ in

f5— 27z \» without a single blemish; there isn’t a single
stain

H VY sweet fruit

%% (indicates sentence subject (occasionally object))
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L » k502 95 % D >

<

DI DbIHFHRI T ICTFES>TEHWICKEZZ L HBEFH T

FWnih 7z

T2 A x5 7=

T, BHIZBRONTHAD, 2FICEKEZI > TEITH

&

~nWadh LTI,

b TH X taking the trouble (to do); going out of one’s
way (to do)

HEAMRLITHE private plane [HZH (for private use) +
RATHE (airplane)]

ICFE 5 T aboard (a private airplane); in a (private plane)

H T % come to buy [E \» is the ¥ 3~ stem form of

" 9 (to buy); ~ verb stem + I + motion verb (3K %
(to come)) is used to say that a person comes in order
to do something]

Z &b H B sometimes do; takes place sometimes [how
to use: verb (dictionary form / 72> form) + 2 & b
%]

% 9 T3 itissaid that; I hear that
#H every day
I3 (topic marker particle; adds emphasis)

BRHNE YA can't eat [potential polite present nega-

tive form of 8<% (to eat)]
2% but; however
72 % 1Tl once in a while; occasionally

K% large amount of money; great cost

% (indicates direct object of action)

A>T payand [T form of A 9 (to pay); this C
form of the verb is used as a conjunction, express-
ing the sequential order and joining clauses, creat-
ing the meaning of “and”]

B THA7-\> want to try to eat [from B3 (to

eat); ~ TH 7z is used to express that you want to
try to do something for the first time]

b L ¥ 7 have a feeling; (I) feel
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Why are Japanese fruits so expensive?

English Summary

Please try to tackle the Japanese first and use this only as needed.

In Japan, fruit is a luxury item. There are square-shaped watermelons, melons, and apples that
cost tens of thousands of yen a piece. Actually, these high prices have something to do with Japanese
culture.

In the past, people in Japan did not eat much fruit. Fruit was a special food called "mizugashi."
They were often given as gifts to those who had been kind to them. This is still the case today.

Nowadays, they are produced in larger quantities and are sold in many supermarkets, but the
fruits for gifts are sold in special stores that deal with gift items. The fruits there are very beautiful and
look like jewels. Why are they so beautiful and so expensive?

The secret lies in breeding and growing methods. The Japanese are very good at breeding. In
order to increase the sweetness of the fruit, they cross many different varieties and patiently create
delicious fruits. They are also very careful in the way they grow them.

When growing high quality fruits, they sometimes use a method called "Ippon Ikka" (one fruit
per stem). This is a way to ensure that only one fruit is produced per stem. The unnecessary shoots are
cut off and the plant is nurtured by carefully watering and controlling the temperature every day. This
way, the single fruit will be very sweet and tasty, as it will have all the water and nutrients for itself.

There is also the method of growing the fruit in the air, because if the fruit touches the soil, it
could leave some dirt on the fruit. There is also a way to grow them without soil, using only water. The
result is a sweet fruit without a single blemish.

It is said that rich people from overseas, who have eaten and liked the high-class fruits of Japan,
sometimes fly all the way to Japan to buy them.

| can't eat them every day, but | think | would like to pay a lot and try them once in a while.
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Kanji in Focus

It is usually helpful to create a story based on the meanings of the kanji parts. Often, different kanji learning

systems will use different “meanings” for the parts. We try to give the most common ones, but consistency is

best. Choose one meaning per kanji part and stick with it.

il

AR ek O = 9/ B

fruit; reward

o
%E%% resuh;consequence;

outcome

M field

K tree

The field H is surrounded with huge fruit
trees K.

il

VAR AR X))

thing; object; matter

ChbD

ANy person; character;

4= cow

Z7) not; must not [this may have originally
represented blood on a knife]

That thing is a cow 4* must not 7] be
abused (with a bloody knife) but be treated

figure with care and compassion.
Xy 5% thread; yarn; string

READINGS

i

class; rank; grade

Z9&w D

15 #% high class; high
grade

& reach out [looks like someone reaching

out to another person]

The granny who is knitting her scarf reaches
out % for the high class yarn 5&.

& §F

7 +- grass
READINGS] |
candy; cakes; fruit H field
L K tree
[ExawpLE] | 5T Sweets; candy; He bought a field fl full of candy that
confections looked like dry grasses +- and tall trees K.
H shell; seashell; shellfish
STV 5<% v/ sparks
READINGS
ﬁ send; give to; presents; M field
E award to A sun; day
-

IV ¥ gift; present

The present was a golden shell & in the
field H sparks “/ brightly under the sun
H.
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Kanji in Focus

The following are a selection of the kanji found in this story. The underlined reading is probably the most used.

=

ADINGS

i

VAVAEE= =Ry AR S VN
W oD bhom
%<

handle; deal with

L BN

EL Y #% 9 to handle; to

operate (machine)

F# hand [radical form of F]

K reach out [looks like someone reach-

ing out to another person]

You deal with people best by taking your
F# hands and reaching out X.

=

ADINGS

i

Vol X
Seed; variety; kind; spe-
cies

Ly

FE%H variety; kind; type

K grain
T thousand
H field
+ earth; dirt; soil

The farmer earned hundreds of thou-
sands F of dollars after planting seeds
and harvesting the dirt 1 free grains K
in his field H.

T bl bilc
AR oY o AR

3
E

i

BTz 5 - Bl

warm

B A
AR atmospheric tem-

perature

Y water
H sun; day
Il plate

The water ¥ on the plate Il gets

warm under the sun H.

il

T4 - Fay - {&

stalk; stem
<&

% stalk; stem

- grass
X again; once more; once again
+ earth; dirt; soil

Once again X, stalks of new grasses +

sprung up all over the earth +.

=

ADING

[ 7]

i

AV ZLEDFIEH %
72T%

bring up; grow up;
raise

FrH<
#F education

- lid
.. private; katakana mu; elbow
H moon -or- meat ; part of the body

The little girl covered the moon A
cakes with a lid ™ and hid them inside
her private /s room.
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Do you have any questions? Anything confusing? Feel

free to email me (Clay) at clay@thejapanshop.com with any

questions, comments, or suggestions.

Do you have ideas to make Makoto better? We'd love to
hear from you. Did something particularly help you? Love
to hear that as well.

What to experience even more Makoto? Learn about our
new Makoto+ membership. Download the latest issue or ac-
cess web-based back issues. All this and more starting at
only $3. Go to: www.thejapanesepage.com/makoto now!

Clay & Yumi




